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1.0 Purpose of and Need for Proposed 

Action 

1.1 Introduction 

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has prepared this Environmental Assessment 

(EA) to evaluate potential impacts associated with the proposed Avenue 50 Canal Crossing 

Project (ñprojectò or ñProposed Actionò). This EA was prepared in accordance with the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 UCS 4321 et seq.), the Council on 

Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508) for implementing NEPA, and the 

Department of the Interiorôs NEPA Regulations (43 CFR Part 46), and Reclamation 

Manual NEPA Policy (ENV P03). Reclamation is the lead Federal agency pursuant to 

NEPA. Because the project would modify Reclamation facilities and introduce new 

facilities within Reclamationôs right-of-way, a land use authorization license agreement 

from Reclamation is required in accordance with Reclamationôs Directives and Standards 

LND 08-01, dated 1/3/2002. 

1.2 Location 

The project is located in the eastern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the Salton 

Sea in the City of Coachella, California. The project site is bounded by vacant land to the 

north and east, and agricultural lands to the south and west. Refer to Figures 1 and 2 for the 

project location.  

The project site contains vacant and undeveloped land to the north and east; the Coachella 

Branch of the All-American Canal (Canal) centrally in the site; agricultural lands, a 

vineyard, and two residences to the south and west; and the existing Avenue 50 alignment 

to the west. Onsite vegetation within the vacant area of the project site consists of scattered 

small shrubs, medium shrubs (e.g. creosote), small dispersed trees and date palm trees. 

Human-made features on the project site include the Canal and East Side Dike, a 250-

kilovolt electrical transmission corridor parallel to the Canal, an electrical local distribution 

line along the siteôs southern boundary, and the existing Avenue 50 roadway alignment to 

the west.  
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Photo 1.  Looking west at Avenue 50 in the western portion of the study area. 

 

Photo 2.  Looking south at existing agricultural land uses in the western portion of the study area. 
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Photo 3.  Looking north at the Coachella Branch of the All American Canal (Canal). 

 

Photo 4. Looking southeast at disturbed creosote bush scrub vegetation community to the east of the 

Canal. 
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Photo 5. Looking northeast across the central portion of the study area. 

 

Photo 6. Looking south across the northern portion of the study area. 























































































http://www.usbr.gov/lc/yuma/


http://www.census.gov/2010census/
https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/contracts/entitlements.html

